











Chennai Boys ‘Invent’ Smart

Helmet to

Curb Drunk Driving

Final year Mechanical Engineering students Abhishek N Chatrani and
Nitin Sharma M of MNM Jain Engincering College, Chemnai, showing their
‘Smart Helmet' project in Madurai on Friday | =2 acss

Express News Service

Madurai: Two stadents
from the Mechanical Engi-
neering department of the
MNM Jain Engineering Col-
lege, Chennai, won the fisst
prize at a contest for their
‘Smart Helmet' that will not
allow a motort e to start if
the rider is drunk

Abhishek N Chatrani and
Nitin Sharma M, final yvear
students, showcased their
prize winning ‘Smart Helmet'
at the sixth State Level Mini-
Project Contest organised by
the Mechanical Engineering
Department of the Velammal
College of Engineering and
Technology (VCET) in Ma-
dumi, on Fridav.

Talking about the idea be-
hind the unique helmet, Ab-
hishek said, “In 98 percent of
motorbike accident cases,
the riders are killed because
they do not wear helmets,
Also, a prime reason for acci-
dents is riding in a dmanken
state, where innocent people
on the road are affected.
These factors inspired us to
create a special helmet that
will prevent people from rid-
ing when in a drumken state.™

Explaining how the helmet
works, Nitin said, “A sensor
fixed inside the helmet is
connected to a muEcrocon-
troller, which is attached to
the ignitton switch. The s
tem operates on a battery at-
tached to the helmet, which

hasa back-up time of neardy
eight hours. The battervcan

be charged with the helpofa
small solar panel attached to
the helmet.™

Nitin added that a Blue-
tooth headset attached to the
helmet could help riders to
avoid reaching for their mo-
bile phones.

“The entire system looks
big; we are working on mak-
ing it smaller. We are also
contemplating adding an in-
dicator syvstem that wall work
with the helmet,” said the
students.

Neardy 60 projects by stu-
dents from different colleges
across the state were dis-
played at the contest.

Abhishek and Nitin re-
ceived a cash prize of
?10,000. The second prize of
T 5,000 in cash was given
the team that created a "Foot
Operated Vehicle for A Phys-
ically Challenged Person’.
The third prize of T3,000 was
given to the students who
created an “Emergency Win-
dow Opening System’.

The Assistant General
Manager of J. K Fenner (In-
dia) Limited. Madumi G. Ra-
jasekar, and MD of Infinity

ngineering, Hasur, M Raj
Agnesh, inaugumted the
contest. The principal of
VCET, N. Suresh Kumar,
Head of the Mechanical De-
pantment G. Manikandan,
and Assistant Professor M.
Samvana Mohan were pres-
ent.




